Appl. No. 09/945,524 

Amdt dated December 8, 2003 

Reply to Office action of September 1 1, 2003 


Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1-18 (cancelled) 

Claim 19 (new): An apparatus for the positioning of a dispenser for laminating an endless 
ribbon in relationship to a moving web having generally parallel edges defining a web 
width, said apparatus comprising: 

a) a traversing mechanism extending transversally of said web width and 
coupled to a drive means, said traversing mechanism defining a traversing path 
of a first predetermined length, having a direction and which provides a 
movement means along said traversing path, 

b) a guide rail of a second predetermined length, extending transversally of 
said web width and positioned in a parallel direction to said direction of said 
traversing path, 

c) a plurality of guide arms, each said guide arm having 

i. a dispensing means for dispensing said ribbon and a transversal 
position with respect to said traversing path, 

ii. a locking means, 

each said guide arm being movably supported on said guide rail and being 
either fixedly connected to said movement means or being fixedly connected to 
said apparatus by said locking means, 

wherein said first predetermined length and said second predetermined length 

transversely extend beyond said web width. 

Claim 20 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 19, wherein said traversing mechanism is a 
lead screw. 
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Claim 21 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 20, wherein said movement means is a lead 
nut screwed on said lead screw. 


Claim 22 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 21, wherein said drive means is a motor 
which rotates said lead screw. 

Claim 23 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 22, wherein said guide arms fixedly 
connect to said lead nut via said locking means and move along said traversing path as 
the lead screw is rotated by said motor. 

Claim 24 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 23, wherein said locking means are 
pneumatic driving cylinders mounted on each said guide arm. 

Claim 25 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 24, wherein each said pneumatic driving 
cylinder fixedly connects to said lead nut by pushing against said lead nut in a 
generally perpendicular direction with respect to said traversing path. 

Claim 26 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 22, wherein said guide arms fixedly 
connect to said apparatus via said locking means and maintain its said position on said 
traversing path as the lead screw is rotated by said motor. 

Claim 27 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 26, wherein said locking means are 
pneumatic locking cylinders mounted on each said guide arms. 

Claim 28 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 27, wherein each said pneumatic locking 
cylinder fixedly connects to said apparatus by pushing against said apparatus in a 
generally perpendicular direction with respect to said traversing path. 

Claim 29 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 22, wherein said locking means are two 
pneumatic cylinders mounted on each said guide arm, one of said pneumatic cylinder 
fixedly connects said guide arm to said lead nut so as to move said guide arm along 
said traversing path as the lead screw is rotated by said motor. 
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Claim 30 (new): An apparatus according to claim 19, wherein each said guide arm comprises 
a bearing support which slides on a series of bearings on said guide rail along said 
direction of said traversing path. 

Claim 31 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 19, wherein said dispensing means are 
guide pulleys. 

Claim 32 (new): An apparatus for the positioning of a dispenser for laminating an endless 
ribbon in relationship to a moving web having generally parallel edges and defining a 
web width, said apparatus comprising a traversing mechanism extending transversally 
of said web width and defining a traversing path having a direction, said traversing 
mechanism further provides a movement means along said traversing path, a guide rail 
extending transversally of said web width and positioned in a parallel direction to said 
direction of said traversing path, a plurality of guide arms, each having a transversal 
position with respect to said traversing path and comprising a locking means, each said 
guide arm being movably supported on said guide rail and being either fixedly 
connected to said movement means or being fixedly connected to said apparatus by 
said locking means, said apparatus further comprising: 

a) a control actuating system remotely controlling said locking means via a 
communication means, 

b) a guide arm position measuring system acquiring said transversal position of 
each said guide arm, 

c) an edge position measuring system tracking at least one of said edges of said 
web and which generates a transversal edge position with respect to said 
traversing path, 

said edge position measuring system and said guide arm position measuring system 
are linked to said control actuating system via said communication means. 

Claim 33 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 32, wherein said control actuating system 
acquires said transversal position of each said guide arm and said transversal edge 
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position and remotely adjust via said communication means said transversal position 
of each said guide arms with said locking means. 

Claim 34 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 33, wherein said communication means 
includes electronic signals. 

Claim 35 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 33, wherein said communication means 
includes energy chains and electronic signals. 

Claim 36 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 33, wherein said communication means 
includes infrared signals. 

Claim 37 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 33, wherein said guide arm position 
measuring system comprises a transducer extending along said traversing path and 
supported by said apparatus, and wherein each said guide arm comprises a magnet 
localized adjacent to said transducer in order to establish said position of said guide 
arm to said transducer. 

Claim 38 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 32, wherein said edge position measuring 
system is a camera. 

Claim 39 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 32, wherein said edge position measuring 
system is a motion sensor. 

Claim 40 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 32, wherein said edge position measuring 
system is an infrared system. 

Claim 41 (new): An apparatus as claimed in claim 19, wherein said plurality of guide arms 
move away from said web width such that said guide arms can be thread up with said 
ribbon outside of said web width. 
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Claim 42 (new): An apparatus for the positioning of a dispenser for laminating an endless 
ribbon in relationship to a moving web having generally parallel edges defining a web 
width, said apparatus comprising: 

a) a traversing mechanism extending transversally of said web width and 
coupled to a drive means, said traversing mechanism defining a traversing path 
of a first predetermined length, having a direction and which provides a 
movement means along said traversing path, 

b) a guide rail of a second predetermined length, extending transversally of 
said web width and positioned in a parallel direction to said direction of said 
traversing path, 

c) a plurality of guide arms, each said guide arm having 

i. a dispensing means for dispensing said ribbon and a transversal 
position with respect to said traversing path, 

ii. a locking means, 

each said guide arm being movably supported on said guide rail and being 
either fixedly connected to said movement means or being fixedly connected to 
said apparatus by said locking means, 

d) a control actuating system remotely controlling said locking means via a 
communication means, 

e) a guide arm position measuring system acquiring said transversal position of 
each said guide arm, 

f) an edge position measuring system tracking at least one of said edges of said 
web and which generates a transversal edge position with respect to said 
traversing path, 

wherein said first predetermined length and said second predetermined length 
transversely extend beyond said web width, and wherein said edge position measuring 
system and said guide arm position measuring system are linked to said control 
actuating system via said communication means. 
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Amendments to the Drawings: 

The attached sheets of drawings include new Figures 1-5 which includes deletions of some 
element numerals (35, 39, 41, 42, 50, 51, 52, and 53) and corrections to some element 
numerals (23 becomes 33 for in two instances in new Figure 3 and 39 becomes 44 in new 
Figure 4). No new matter has been added. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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